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Y.S. Yow, Hakka Association 

More than 100 members and friends celebrated Hakka WA’s 7th Anniversary 

on Saturday 25 June at South Ocean Chinese Restaurant in Kardinya.  

Under the steady leadership of Keith Yong and his executive members, the As-

sociation organised or participated in a series of events, both in Western Austra-

lia as well as the international arena.  

The Hakka Association of WA, despite its recent history, is undoubtedly one of 

the most visible, active and well run ethnic Chinese associations.  The official 

website of Hakka Association WA at http://www.hakkawa.com/ provides gen-

eral information of their activities.

The members come from a wide spectrum of countries including Australia, Bru-

nei, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mauritius, Singapore and Taiwan.  In spite of 

diversity of the country of origin, the cohesion amongst members is remarkable.  

The cohesion is refl ected by the fact that some of the activities are often organ-

ised in members’ homes.  What is more remarkable is that some of the events 

are conducted in 

Hakka dialect it-

self, rather than in 

English or Manda-

rin.  Action speaks 

l o u d e r  t h a n 

words; the abil-

ity to collectively 

conduct  events 

in one’s dialect is 

a manifestation 

of their language 

capability, as well 

as the will to perpetuate this aspect of the culture.  Social gatherings are held 

quite regularly, reinforcing the bonds between members.

Their spectrum of activities is multi-faceted and well documented in their blog 

http://www.hakkawa.com/category/past-events/

Since the last anniversary celebration in 2015, various activities were held.

In July 2015 two members, Jacqui Lee and Jenny Lau, represented Hakka WA 

to undergo training at the Chan Wu Centre in Guangzhou.  It was 

led by Master Luong from WA’s Yarn Yee Tong.  Dedicated to promotion of 

Chinese culture, the Chan Wu centre provides a platform to enable overseas 

Chinese to appreciate the spiritual attributes of Chan  (better known as Zen 

in Japanese), and physical aspects of Wu , easily perceived through martial 

arts.

Another outstanding event was the Hakka Music and Multicultural Dance 

Concert held in Perth on Saturday 12 September 2015.  For the fi rst time in the 

history of Western Australia, a “Hakka Concert” was presented to the public.  It 

showcased 2 bands from Taiwan who sang in Hakka dialect, as well as multi-

cultural performers from Perth.  

According to Wikipaedia there are about 80 million Hakkas worldwide.  Few 

people realise that the Hakka language is ranked as the 39th most commonly 

spoken language world-wide (36.3 million native speakers), higher than offi cial 

languages such as Burmese (43rd with 33.5 million speakers) and Dutch (52nd 

with 24.8 million speakers).  It is certainly more than the population of countries 

such as Australia or Malaysia.

True to its heritage and tradition, several members of the Association attended 

the 28th World Hakka Conference, where the Hakka diaspora world-wide 

converged.  The previous conference was held in Indonesia. In 2015 it was held 

in Hsinchu, Taiwan, President Ma, himself a Hakka; attended the conference.

This conference, together with the Hakka Expo and the International Folk 

Drums Arts Festival, was celebrated as the Taiwan International Festival of 

Hakka Culture, which took place from the 14 through to 25 October 2015 in 

Hsinchu County. It certainly showcased the richness of 

Taiwan’s Hakka culture to the world.  

The World Hakka Conference was founded by the 

Hong Kong Tsung Tsin Association in 1971. The Hakka 

Associations outside of mainland China were the 

driving forces behind the World Hakka Conferences 

until 1994 when China hosted it for the first time in 

Meizhou, one of the heartland of the Hakkas, in 

Guangdong. These gatherings were attended by thousands of Hakka from 

around the world, who represented their Hakka associations. The conference 

has been held in different countries which see the cultural and economic poten-

tial in hosting such events.

It is relevant to note that till date very few ethnic Chinese associations make 

their presence felt outside Australia.

Another milestone was announced by Keith Yong, the Association President, 

which took most members by surprise.   The Association has reached an agree-

ment with Perth based 95.3 FM radio to broadcast Hakka culture and heri-

tage.   This is the fi rst time that a Hakka station is being introduced in Western 

Australia, possibly in the whole of Australia.  

From a historical perspective the Hakka language is the third Chinese dialect 

to be broadcasted in radio programs (after Mandarin and Cantonese).  The 

Hakka Association has emerged as the second ethnic Chinese association (after 

Chung Wah Association), to engage in radio broadcast.

Ethnic broadcasting in Perth began in 1977.  In 1989 when the Australian 

Broadcasting Authority (ABA, now ACMA) called for expressions of interest in 

a community licence on 95.3mHz FM. The Multicultural Radio and Television 

Association of WA Inc. (MRTA) was successful in the licence and then set about 

raising funds and fi nding suitable studio and transmitter locations.  The fi rst test 

transmissions went to air in December 1989 and the Station officially opened 

on Australia Day 1990 with a grand opening party attended by all the ethnic 

groups. In 1993 the station bought the premises it currently occupies at Fitzger-

ald Street.

It is relevant to note that Australian community broadcasting is recognised 

internationally as one of the most successful examples of grass roots media.  It 

provides news, information, cultural content and entertainment to defined 

communities. 

Furthermore the community media actively promotes access and participation 

in the operations of media preparation, administration and presentation.  It is 

primarily volunteer driven with volunteer broadcasters and support staff help-

ing to deliver media ‘for the people by the people’. The sector provides invalu-

able opportunities for community access, participation, training, experimenta-

tion and innovation in radio and television production.

The 95.3 FM broadcast hosts over 90 different languages, it serves to keep eth-

nic communities in touch with what is happening at a local, national and inter-

national level.  It is Perth’s only fulltime community owned and operated multi-

lingual radio station.  It broadcast over the airwaves to metropolitan Perth, 24 

hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year, come rain or shine. Over 550 

trained volunteers and their guests come to the studios every week (in total ap-

proximately 1,000 people).

The Hakka programmes will commence on 6th July 2016.  It is broadcast week-

ly on Wednesdays from 4-5 pm through 95.3 FM.   The programmes include 

topics relating to Hakka culture, food, history, music and much more.  Though 

the sessions are conducted in a combination of Mandarin and Hakka, guest 

speakers will certainly be able to speak in Hakka in a Hakka dialect, when 

they present facets of their culture.  The public can access live on 95.3 website 

and radio apps. Recorded interviews are converted to podcast, which can also 

be accessed.
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